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Celebrating 10 years of excellence



FACULTY EXCELLENCE
The faculty of the law school is well known 
nationally and internationally, for scholarship and 
innovative teaching. Faculty publications include 
102 books, 113 book chapters, more than 500 law 
review articles, and dozens of bar publications. 
Faculty members bring their expertise into the 
classroom and challenge students to achieve 
excellence. In 2007-08, Boyd faculty members 
have given presentations at many excellent 
law schools including Harvard Law School; 
Georgetown University Law Center; Washington 
University School of Law; and University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law.

"Since its inception the Boyd School 
of Law has attracted dedicated, caring 
professionals and faculty who are superb 
scholars and teachers in their fields."

- Ann C. McGinley, Associate Dean 
 for Faculty Development and Research

AN ESTABLISHED REPUTATION
The Boyd School of Law has ranked in the U.S. News & World Report’s top 100 law schools 
for four of the five years that it has been eligible. The law school posted a strong showing 
in the 2009 rankings of the best law schools and specialty programs. In addition to ranking 
88 overall, the Boyd School of Law also advanced its already impressive position in each 
of the following specialty rankings:

• Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic ranked 12th in clinical training.
• Saltman Center for Conflict Resolution ranked 9th in dispute resolution.
• Lawyering Process Program ranked 3rd in legal writing.

Celebrating
10 Years

at Boyd
In just a decade, the William S. Boyd School of Law—Nevada’s first 
law school—has established itself as a national institution and a highly 
respected community resource. The school was approved by the 
legislature in 1997, and Richard J. Morgan, then dean of the Arizona 
State University College of Law, was chosen as founding dean. In just 
over a year, staff managed to hire faculty, recruit students, develop 
an academic program, renovate a temporary facility (the former 
Paradise Elementary School), and create a law library, opening the 
doors to the charter class of 140 students in August 1998.  

In August 2007, John Valery White, a faculty member of the Paul 
M. Herbert Law Center at Louisiana State University, took over as 
dean and will help advance the Boyd School of Law as it enters its 
second decade. In the 2007-2008 academic school year, the law 
school had nearly 500 students enrolled. With legislative support, 
university support—particularly the support of Emerita President 
Carol Harter—and substantial private support from William S. Boyd, 
James E. Rogers, Joyce Mack, the E. Parry Thomas family, Mike and 
Sonja Saltman and many others, the school will continue to attract 
excellent faculty, staff, and students.

Boyd School of Law
Paradise Campus, 1998-2002 

Boyd School of Law
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“To achieve what we have in only ten short years speaks volumes about the hard work 
and dedication of our faculty, staff, students, and alumni.”
						      - John Valery White
	   					       Dean and Professor of Law 



Richard J. Morgan  

Mr. Morgan was the founding dean of the 
William S. Boyd School of Law, a position 
he held from September 1997 through June 
2007, when he became Dean Emeritus.  His 
highly distinguished career in legal education 
spanned 27 years and included service as 
dean of the colleges of law at the University 
of Wyoming and Arizona State University, as 
well as Interim Dean of the UNLV College of 
Business.  He is currently Of Counsel with 
Lionel Sawyer & Collins and continues to serve 
on numerous committees and task groups in 
the legal community.

THOMAS & MACK 
LEGAL CLINIC

Opened in 2000, the innovative 
interdisciplinary Thomas & Mack 
Legal Clinic gives student attorneys 
the chance to work under faculty 
supervision with UNLV graduate 
social work, education, and 
psychology students to provide high 
quality representation to children, 
youths, and adults in trouble.

SALTMAN CENTER FOR 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

The Saltman Center for Conflict 
Resolution, established in 2003, 
hosts scholarly presentations and 
other special events on such topics 
as theories of conflict, substantive 
analysis of specific conflicts that affect 
the public interests, and methods of 
conflict avoidance and resolution. 
In addition, a practice component 
provides hands-on experience to law 
students. 

LAWYERING PROCESS 
PROGRAM

The nationally recognized Lawyering 
Process Program emphasizes 
professionalism while giving 
students the opportunity to explore 
the relationship between legal 
analysis and a variety of lawyering 
skills, including legal writing in 
advocacy and transactional contexts, 
research strategies, oral advocacy, 
client interviewing, counseling, and 
negotiation.

1997   	          Naming gift from William S. Boyd

1998  	          Enrollment of first students; major gift from 
	           James E. Rogers           

2000   	          Provisional accreditation by the American Bar 
	           Association (ABA)

2001             First graduation; gift establishing the Thomas 
	           & Mack Legal Clinic        

2002             Law school dedication with U.S. Supreme 	Court   		
	           Justice Anthony M. Kennedy

2003   	          Full accreditation by the ABA; gift establishing 		
	           the Saltman Center for Dispute Resolution

2004   	          Association of American Law Schools (AALS) 		
	           Membership

2005   	          Major gift from William S. Boyd

2007   	          Dedication of the Thomas & Mack Moot Court Facility

2008-09       10 Year Anniversary Celebration

Boyd School of Law
2002 - Present

“During the course of my deanship, the law school has brought together excellent students, 
staff and faculty, developed a strong and innovative academic program, and created first-
class physical facilities for the law school. Through the scholarly excellence of its faculty and 
the strength of its nationally-ranked specialty programs, the law school has achieved national 
recognition. And, with the excellent support of UNLV’s central administration, the Board of 
Regents and Chancellor, the school has built an excellent foundation for the future.”
								        - Richard J. Morgan 
		    						        Founding Dean, 1997-2007



STUDENT & ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS

For more information about 10 Year Anniversary events, visit
www.law.unlv.edu/10yearanniversary.html.

In 10 short years…
In 2001, Roger Sleggerda and Kara Hendricks tied with Georgetown placing 
second in the nation in the ABA National Negotiation Competition. 

In the ABA National Client Counseling competitions, Boyd students have placed 
first, second or third every year from 2005-2008. They also represented the U.S. at 
the 2007 international competition where they finished third.

Boyd graduates taking the exam for the first time achieved an 85 percent passage 
rate on the July 2007 Nevada Bar Exam which represented the highest passage 
rate in the 10-year history of the school.

In addition to landing jobs at some of the best law offices in the country, Boyd 
alumni have earned praise throughout the state of Nevada and beyond for their top-
notch legal skills, professionalism, and commitment to pro bono work.

More than a dozen Boyd students have clerked in the chambers of the U.S. Courts 
for the Ninth Circuit judges.

Two graduates and one student serve in the Nevada State Legislature.
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Celebrating 10 years of excellence

“From its inception, the 
Boyd School of Law 
has been dedicated to 
preparing the future 
leaders of the Nevada 
legal community.  I 
am honored to have 
had the opportunity to 
take advantage of this 
tremendous learning 
experience.”

- Brian L. Bradford
  President

  Boyd Alumni Association
  Class of 2004

10 Year Anniversary Upcoming Events
June 2008		    The State of Immigration in Nevada*
September 2008	   The State of Gaming in Nevada*
October 2008	   The State of Social Services in Nevada;* Alumni Event
November 2008	   The Future of the Economy and Tax Structure in Nevada*
January 2009	   The State of Legal Education and the Law in Nevada*
February 2009	   The State of the Legal Profession*
April 2009	 	   Gala - Black-tie Cocktail Reception and Dinner

*CLE Lecture Series hosted at the Boyd School of Law

10 Year Anniversary Kickoff Reception Sponsored by

Proud Supporter of the UNLV Boyd School of Law




