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UNLV Alumni Association - Boyd Law Alumni Chapter 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Boyd School of Law – Room 203, Second Floor 
Tuesday, December 3, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
Attendance 

Voting Members: 
Present: 

Chelsie Campbell  
Daron Dorsey 
Kirk Homeyer  
Sarah Killer 
Jenny Lee (7:00 pm) 
Danny Lovell 
John Piro (6:29pm) 
Amber Robinson 
Amy Yonesawa 

Not Present: 
Linda Norvell Marquis  
Ellen Harr 
Brett Harris 
 

Non-Voting Members: 
Present: 

Carolyn Barnes  
Dean Daniel Hamilton 
Hyungseon Sunny Jeong 
Professor Thomas Main 
Ashley Nikkel (Skype)  

Not Present: 
Gabrielle Angle 
Kathryn Butler 
Charles Gianelloni 
Mark Hesiak 
Kelley Jones  
Kristopher Milicevic 
Nakul Patel 
Nicole Scott 
Colin Seale 
Associate Dean Christine Smith 

Guests:  
Nikki Harris (Career Development) 
Ray Smith, ‘03 
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1. Call to Order      John J. Piro  

(6:17 p.m., by Dan Lovell, Treasurer) 
 A. Public Comment 

None. 
 
2.   Approval of Minutes 
 
 A.  November 5, 2013 minutes 

Motion to approve the November 5, 2013 minutes by Daron Dorsey, seconded by Amy 
Yonesawa.  Vote: Y: 7, N: 0 

 
  
3. President’s Report     John J. Piro 

 
 A. Status: Bar Pass Congratulatory Letters  

All board members who were at the meeting indicated they had sent out their 
allotted number of congratulatory letters.   This was a good reach out to the 
graduates.  Something like this is a good way to include new graduates in the 
alumni membership. 
 

 B. Discussion: Charity Selection  
Ideas: downtown school, one per year, set a time frame somewhere to select it 
early rather than later.  John will try to draft up some language to possibly include 
in by-laws for future boards.  John will talk to Linda Novell Marquis with a 
proposed plan presented to the board in January.  
 

 C. Discussion: Hiring Student Helpers 
We need to obtain and maintain alumni profile information, and these efforts are 
quite time consuming.   Alumni are missing events because they are not being 
communicated by the school or they have not provided that information to us.   
Some types of research include internet searches, Nevada State Bar, and phone 
calls could be incorporated. 
 
The UNLV Foundation updates information for the university as a whole when 
they solicit donations.  The UNLV Alumni Association also does this during their 
membership campaigns.   
 
The leading vendor for our possible relationship to create our alumni directory is 
Publishers Concepts, Inc.  In the Dean’s opinion, they should track down the 
correct information and be willing to implement these search tools immediately.   
Hiring student workers could run the risk of bad data from Google searches 
because they cannot judge the reliability of some legal search websites.  However, 
if they start with the current information and check the relevant State Bar website, 
this would be beneficial. The Dean noted that the law school is not ready to spend 
the money on student workers yet until we find out if the directory vendor is 
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unable to do this.  Professor Thom Main noted that if we wait for a time before 
developing the print directory, we will have obtained more recent information as 
well as a stronger connection with our graduates.  

   
4.  Dean’s Report      Dean Dan Hamilton 

Friday is our first alumni reception at 5:30 pm at the Dean’s home. Please RSVP for 
directions and catering.  The current guest count is 113 people, yeah!  The Dean would 
like to thank Ashley Nikkel for taking part in an event with current students Casey 
Stiteler and Nicole Scott, in which they met with 75 undergrads at the University of 
Nevada, Reno (UNR) about applying to the Boyd School of Law.   The next Reno event 
will be the substance abuse CLE followed by an alumni gathering.  This event will occur 
on January 24, 2014.  Tentatively an admitted student’s reception will be scheduled in 
March.   
 
On the Phoenix front, the Dean met yesterday with Kristina Holmstrom, ’04, from Lewis 
Roca Rothgerber in Phoenix.  The goal is to have two events per year for alumni in our 
cities with the highest concentration of alumni (Phoenix, Reno, and Salt Lake City).  
They discussed the possibility of having an event during a spring training MLB baseball 
game.   Ms. Holmstrom also inquired about the possibility of starting a chapter, club, 
board, or committee to bring together those in that market.  In Salt Lake City, it was 
discussed to have a future event at a Utah Jazz basketball game with group tickets; 
however, a suite is too expensive to consider.  The law school hosted some of our 
graduates who were Arizona State University undergraduates at a recent UNLV/ASU 
basketball game. Several Boyd alumni attended the UNLV Foundation Dinner as guests 
of Dean Hamilton.  To further increase outreach efforts, Carolyn Barnes is working on 
updates for our alumni in Northern Nevada, Phoenix, and Salt Lake City to assist the 
Dean as we build out these programs.  
 
The law school hosted a memorial service for Rick Brown, and it was gratifying to have 
alumni able to attend.   
 
The Dean would like to thank Chelsie Campbell for organizing the great event at the 
Velveteen Rabbit on November 14.  Additionally, the Dean announced that on February 
8 Boyd will be hosting the Western Regional for the Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot Court 
Competition.  The competition will be named in honor of The Honorable Lloyd D. 
George.  As such, the law school is asking for alumni participation to serve as judges, in 
addition alumni for a possible advisory board for the competition.  Please e-mail  Dean 
Hamilton (Daniel.hamilton@unlv.edu) if you have suggestions.   
 
There was a meeting with the current Law Journal board.  Charles Gianelloni and other 
alumni met with the Nevada Law Journal staff to discuss how alumni could help provide 
possible training for new law review groups and build a continuing relationship with the 
Law Journal board members. The Dean would like to do the same thing with the Nevada 
Gaming Journal. 
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The American Association of Law Schools Annual Conference is next month in New 
York City. On Friday January 3, 2014 from 6:30-7:30 pm Boyd is hosting a reception for 
colleagues from other law school, our faculty, and alumni in the New York area.  Please 
e-mail the Dean or Carolyn with names of any east coast alumni you may know so they 
can invite them.   
Dean and John Piro had a meeting with the Rebel Business Network (RBN), including 
Matt Engel.  One of our Boyd Law graduates, Gina Bongiovi,’07, is very active in the 
RBN.    They are not sure how the connection will work but are interested in developing 
one.  Specifically, they discussed having a law school alumni focused event which could 
allow for alumni to meet with each other or possibly meet with small business owners.   

          
5. Reports of Officers/Committees 
 A.  Student Relations    Dan Lovell, Chair 

Speed networking is on hold until Lee Gorlin is available after final exams.  Dan 
Lovell will have an update at our next meeting. 

 
  1.  Mentoring Program   Nikki Harris 

Please see last page in packet for details.  Dinner with a Rebel Lawyer are 
planned for December 14, 2013 to January 20, 2014.  Please give Nikki Harris 
(nikki.harris@unlv.edu) feedback on how these events can be improved.  A 
discussion was held giving Nikki Harris suggestions from the board. 
 
The mentor program is also a spring event.  An e-mail will go out asking alumni 
to mentor a 1L student for the spring.  Please see the handout for the list of 
structured events that will be suggested.  The students will be asked to report back 
each month.  A monthly email will go out to both the attorney and the student 
recommending an event and asking for them to let the career development office 
know if they have not heard from their matched mentor/mentee.  Again, please 
send suggestions to Nikki Harris.   

 
 B. Treasurer’s Report    Dan Lovell, Chair  

The account balance is $10,661.96.  Income includes two new memberships and a 
refund from a room rental deposit at TAM.   The only expenditure was for name 
tags for board members. 
 

 C. Alumni Directory/Membership  Kirk Homeyer, Chair 
The decision and details are still in progress but are it is very close to selecting a 
vendor.  Please see the Dean’s Report for further discussion.   
 

 D.  Alumni Events    Chelsie Campbell, Chair        
Leon R. Symanski, ’01, (Craig P. Kenny & Associates), has offered some 
feedback for the planning of our alumni event and Rebel basketball game for 
Saturday, February 1, 2014. That event will center around the 5:00 pm basketball 
game versus Boise State.  A buffet reception will begin at 3:00 pm.  It is estimated 
that the food will be around $30 per person with game tickets at $15 person. Our 
goal is to have 100 alumni, family and friends attending on the 1st. The hope is 

mailto:nikki.harris@unlv.edu
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that the law school and the alumni chapter can both contribute to the cost as co-
sponsors.   
 
As the Dean said, the event at Velveteen Rabbit was very successful.  It was good 
to have a lot of students involved.  The attendance was around 60 graduates and 
friends coming and going throughout the evening.  
 

 E.  By Laws     Ellen Harr, Chair 
We will discuss updates on this committee’s work at the January board meeting.  
Chair of this committee, Ellen Harr, was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  
 

 F. Fundraising/Golf    Daron Dorsey, Chair 
Daron has negotiated Friday, October 17, 2014 at The Legacy Golf Club, 
Henderson for our Boyd Law Alumni Chapter Golf Tournament.    It will be a 
shot gun start at 1p.m. with the projected cost of $55 per person. Daron is 
anticipating 72 people (4 people, 18 holes of golf) but the cost is the same per 
person even if we have fewer attendees.  They also have a banquet area for a 
mixer/networking event after golf.  For food such as a burger or chicken the cost 
would be approximately $1,296 for 72 people with a cash bar.  We can, however, 
consider other food options as we move through the planning process.  Charging 
$70-75 per person it would cover golf and food for all participants.  If people 
were attending only the social/networking reception, there could be no charge 
except paying for their own drinks at a cash bar.  Reunion weekend will be held 
this same weekend (October 17-18) to encourage more participating in the golf 
tournament.  
 
Chelsie Campbell moved to approve the date so long as it does not conflict with 
the Craig P. Kenny & Associates annual party, seconded by Jenny Lee.  Vote: Y: 
7, N: 0. [Update: the Craig P. Kenny & Associates party will be the Friday before 
on October 10.] 
 

 G. Communications/Social Media  Linda Norvell Marquis, Chair 
The law student YouTube video regarding Fed.R.Civ.P. 15(c) 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGnyITrk7Eo&feature=youtu.be) needs to be 
posted to our Facebook.  We will discuss what this committee has accomplished 
at the next meeting because Linda Norvell Marquis, chair, was unable to attend.  
 

 H. Spring Fling     Sarah Killer, Chair 
March 29, 2014 is the expected date now.  The budget is going to be reviewed and 
then we will get more details.  We need to know how many alumni teams can be 
formed for softball by the January meeting because we need time to organize.  
Additionally, it is important that invitations and announcements go out in January 
2014.  [Update: The date has been moved to April 5 instead of March 29.] 
 

 I.  Northern Nevada    Ashley Nikkel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGnyITrk7Eo&feature=youtu.be
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The event with student recruitment and information sessions went well (see above 
in Dean’s Report).  Ashley Nikkel, Northern Nevada liaison board member,  also 
talked about doing a December 13, 2013, Friday the 13th Happy Hour.  For other 
future events, please see Dean’s Report above. 

  
6. Faculty Report      Professor Thomas Main 

Teaching Update:  
The faculty voted to add an elective to the 1st year course offerings last year.  The 
four options are – employment and labor, intro to tax, ADR, complex litigation.  
The idea for the electives is to focus on the big questions and overview rather than 
a march through the rules to allow students to have an interesting and exciting 
option. 

Scholarship Update:  
Professor Jean Sternlight is hosting a conference about the psychology of 
lawyering and the conference is getting national attention.  This conference 
focuses on psychology of lawyering itself, not juries or judges, etc.  The social 
psychology program from Reno is connecting and working with the law school 
now. 

Service Update:  
The faculty is focused and working very hard on the administrative parts of 
advancing the law school in areas such as CLEs, community outreach, and 
development within the school. 

 
Congratulations from the board on Professor Main’s appearance in the Relation Back 
Fed.R.Civ.P. 15(c) video which made the Above The Law Blog 
(http://abovethelaw.com/2013/12/morning-docket-12-03-13/). 

 
7. Student Liaison Report     Kathryn Butler/Nicole Scott 

Neither student could not attend due to final exams in progress. 
   
8. Public Comment/Good and Welfare 

None. 
  
10. Adjourn 

Amy Yonesawa moved to adjourn, seconded by Kirk Homeyer.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:59 pm. 
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