
UNLV Alumni Association - Boyd School of Law 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Boyd School of Law—Room 203, Second Floor 
Saturday, September 7, 2013, 9:30 a.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order 9:39 a.m.      John J. Piro, Esq. 

Attendance (See Introductions Below): 
 Present: 

Carolyn Barnes 
Chelsie Campbell 
Daron Dorsey 
Charles Gianelloni 
Dean Daniel Hamilton 
Ellen Harr 
Brett Harris 
Mark Hesiak 
Kirk Homeyer 
H. Sunny Jeong 
Kelley Jones 
Sarah Killer 
Jenny Lee 
Danny Lovell 
John Piro 
Amber Robinson 

 Not Present: 
Gabrielle Angle 
Kathryn Butler 
Thomas Main 
Linda Norvell Marquis 
Kristopher Milicevic 
Ashley Nikkel 
Nakul Patel 
Nicole Scott 
Colin Seale 
Amy Yonesawa 

  Guest: Raymond Smith, ‘03 
A. Public Comment 
  None 
B. Action: Approve August 6, 2013 Board Meeting Minutes 
 Daron Dorsey moved to approve the previous minutes.  Dan Lovell seconded.  

There were no votes in opposition.  The August 6, 2013 minutes were approved. 
 
2. President’s Report      John J. Piro, Esq. 



A. Status: Reunions     Carolyn Barnes 
 October 4-5 are the dates for reunions for the Classes of 2003 and 2008.  Friday 

evening is the reunion dinner at the Mandarin Oriental.  Saturday’s activities 
include a Dean’s brunch.  An ethics CLE presented by Profs. Stempel, Rowley, 
and Rapoport will be from 11 a.m. to noon.  SBA volunteers will assist with 
family friend activities and law school tours.    All board members may attend, 
and are encouraged to do so, because visibility is important especially with alumni 
from classes that are not your own.  Please see the website for registration and 
cost for the Friday night dinner. If board members would like to attend the brunch, 
it is complimentary.   

B. Report: Intro to Law Week    Carolyn Barnes 
We had a nice group of nervous, but enthusiastic new law students as our 
incoming class.  Mark Hesiak was on a panel in the evening group and spoke 
about how to get through law school, studying, reputation, school/life balance, etc. 
 The t-shirts provided by the Alumni Chapter were given out and were a big 
popular with the students.  Board members: Daron Dorsey, Kirk Homeyer, Linda 
Norvell Marquis, and Will Sykes attending and welcomed our newest law 
students at the luncheon on August 21.  Sarah Killer, Chelsie Campbell, Amy 
Yonesawa, Amber Robinson, and John Piro represented the board at the evening 
dinner session. Linda Novell Marquis addressed the lunch group, and John Piro 
spoke to the dinner group on behalf of the Alumni Chapter.  John spoke on the 
excellent focus on the CASE program.  The Welcome Back BBQ on August 21 
was attended by board members, John Piro and Amber Robinson.  Kelley Jones 
commented that this event was not shared through the alumni list serve.  Sarah 
Killer inquired whether there seemed to be any conflict with SBA’s t-shirt sales 
but there was none (to our knowledge) as they were still able to sell their shirts 
successfully at the BBQ. It appeared that our shirts were achieving their goal of 
connecting to and making a favorable impression with the new students. 

 
C. Report: Professionalism Summit   Linda Norvell Marquis, Esq. 
 Linda did not attend the meeting and thus we do not have an update on this topic.  

This matter is hereby tabled until the October meeting. 
 
John Piro moves to take the agenda out of order.  Sarah Killer seconded the same.  There 
were no votes in opposition, thus the Motion passed and the treasurer’s report was heard 
next.  (See #3 below, discussed prior to item D and remainder of agenda). 

D. Action:  Committees Discussed 
• Membership/Alumni Directory 

o The big project this year for the Membership/Alumni Directory 
committee is getting accurate alumni information and developing 
an alumni directory in hard copy and/or electronic format. 

o Other goals include increasing membership and alumni 
participation in the Alumni Chapter. Membership in the UNLV 
Alumni Association does not have to be our primary goal as we 
only receive 20% from each dues paying member, and often law 



school alumni have different goals and interests.  We need to 
develop more events centered on our law graduates.     

• Social/Legal Event 
o The focus of this committee will be mixers, CLEs, and 

Professional Events.  John Piro is on NACJ Young Lawyers and 
noted that they had discussed the need for a CLE on Voir Dire and 
hiring an expert.  Dean Hamilton suggested a possible pregame 
alumni basketball event, and held at the law school, if feasible.  

• By-Laws 
o The current by-laws have not been updated since March 2010.  

• Fundraising and Golf Tournament 
o We need to concentrate our focus to no more than two successful, 

high quality, well attended events. In addition to Spring Fling 
where we also need to increase our attendance, we need a 
fundraising event because dues from UNLV Alumni Association 
are not sufficient to maintaining our services and programming 
efforts.  

o The goal of this committee is to develop a golf tournament that can 
be an annual fall event including (best ball) golf. 

• Communication and Social Media 
o Discussion regarding the current newsletter revealed that there are 

too many e-mails asking for the info so people do not notice the 
actual newsletter when it is submitted.   

o The committee will handle social networking and can hopefully 
use the Dean’s presence on Facebook to reconnect with alumni.   

o Many comments were offered on Boyd Briefs as follows: 
 People have been reading Boyd Briefs.  It is short enough to 

read during a quick break at work and gives you interesting 
updates.  It is good to put a face with each story and the 
clean design makes it a quick read.  However, it was 
suggested that an option may be to have the order changed 
occasionally so the alumni are not always at the end. 

• Spring Fling 
o Alumni participation used to be at a greater level in past years.  

This will be our first major event for this year so let’s get it back to 
its former glory.  Whether or not people are playing softball, there 
are multiple options for everyone.   One issue may be that earlier 
classes don’t have as much familiarity with this particular event. 

• Student Relations Committee 
o The current plan for gifts is: 

 1L: T-shirts to connect 
 2L: Need ideas 
 3L: Book scholarship 

o Comments: 
 Charles Gianelloni noted that Nevada Law Journal and 



Society of Advocates need help from alumni to pass on the 
knowledge.  Moot court teams at other schools use 
returning attorney coaches who coach the same event every 
year and allows students to go more than once.  John Piro 
noted that the committee should feel free to bring in extra 
committee members from outside the board who are willing 
to help 

• Other discussion: 
o John Piro directed everyone to SMART framework for goals for 

committees.  Dean Hamilton noted that the law school is willing to 
help fund good, well developed ideas.  Carolyn Barnes added that 
by documenting our participation, this can help to substantiate our 
requests for supplemental funding from the UNLV Alumni 
Association.   

Action Item: VOTE – Jenny Lee moved to approve the committees; Brett Harris second.  
There were no votes in opposition.  The committees were approved as listed above. 
 
E. Action: Committee Assignments 
 

3. Reports of Officers/Committees 
A. Treasurer      Danny J. Lovell, Esq. 

1. Information: Account Balance 
 See chapter activity sheet but the current balance is $10,564.46.  We 

recently received supplemental funding for CLE and shirts in the amount 
of $500 for each the June 27 CLE and $500 toward the purchase of our 1L 
t-shirts.  Danny would like to be able to accept electronic payment using 
Square.  Carolyn says this is possible and she will contact the staff at the 
Alumni Association promptly to make logistical arrangements.  Danny is 
willing to accept payments at events. 

 
RECESS FOR RETREAT (Daron Dorsey moved to recess; Dan Lovell seconded 

and there was no opposition).   
 
RECONVENE FROM RETREAT (Brett Harris moved to reconvene from 

committee retreats; Daron Dorsey seconded and there was no opposed) 
 

B. Status of New Committees    John J. Piro, Esq. 
• Membership/alumni directory 

o The goals of this committee are as follows: 
 Gathering up- to-date info on all alumni 
 Pulling information from the NV Bar and legal directory 
 Consulting firm can be used to find information that cannot be 

located from other sources above 
 The general idea for the website design should be achieved by 

October.  It will be used to gain additional members.  It will also 



include a message board with log-in for discussions regarding 
referrals, experts, etc.  This would save on e-mails on the info-
serve as well.  There could also be tabs for fundraising, spring 
fling, the directory, and upcoming events.  The log-in required 
portions will provide incentive to join the Alumni Chapter. 

 Within the directory development there can be a raffle for an 
advertisement for the firms which provide up-to-date alumni 
information. 

o Additional ideas were provided by John Piro: 
 Rebel Business Network is having hundreds, if not thousands, 

attending; therefore, this may be a good idea to market the 
directory to them so that UNLV alumni hire our attorneys.  We can 
also market to law firms as a way to get increased business. 

• Social and Legal Events 
o The committee would like to see two happy hour alumni events per year.  

The first will be on Nov. 14, 2013 at Velveteen Rabbit.  The goal is an 
attendance of 30-40 which can be achieved if everyone on the board can 
invite 2-3 people.  The second event will likely be in June. 

o The committee wants to hold two CLE events per year as well. 
o A winter event for this year can be the basketball game as suggested by 

Dean Hamilton.  Alumni can attend as a group and perhaps we can provide 
food or drink at a pregame event. 

o The committee would like to develop in 2014 a dinner gala which would 
provide an opportunity for additional fundraising and could be held in 
conjunction with Spring Fling.   

o The committee would like to see further incorporation of alumni into 
Barristers Ball maybe through an alumni table and attendance at the dinner 
portion. 

• By-Laws 
o This committee will focus on updating the by-laws to reflect current 

practice. 
o Future Agenda Item: We have no mission statement, no vision statement. 

• Fundraising Golf 
o This will be a long-term formal fundraising and social event.  Perhaps we 

can develop an award and/or speaker feature in the future.   
o Golf Tournament details are as follows: 

 September or Oct. of 2014 
 Friday 1:00 p.m. shotgun 
 6:00 p.m. happy hour event and awards 
 72-90 players 
 $50-75 per person 
 Cost goal in year 1 and 2  is break even 
 Minimum of 2 people per group = Boyd alum, faculty, student 
 Long term trophy with photos of winners 
 Rules 



• 4 person scramble 
• Auto 2 putt 
• Max score or double boogey 
• 4.5 hour round 

• Social media  
o This committee was unable to meet due to the members participating in 

other committees, and the chair not present.  
• Spring Fling 

o This committee was unable to meet due to the members and chair 
participating in other committees  
 This committee will coordinate with the Alumni 

Directory/Membership Committee on the directory launch and with 
social events on the gala dinner which could be the launch party 
this year. 

o The goal is 3 softball teams formed by alumni this year. 
• Student Relations 

o The student relations committee would like to begin by obtaining a list of 
current events involving Boyd students and alumni to determine which 
areas of interaction can be improved.  They will focus on providing 
useable feedback regarding this to the administration.   

o The committee would like to start by working with OPLS on their speed 
networking event by expanding attendance to 15 alumni and 30-40 
students.  They would like to have the event around the time of spring OCI 
to provide an alternate opportunity for students who may not be interested 
in and/or eligible for interviews through spring OCI.  It would be 
beneficial if alumni could speak to the classes directly at Boyd. 

o Eventually, they would like to see the speed networking occur twice per 
year. 

o Specific goals: 
 Oct. 15 contact OPLS president and invite to committee meeting 
 Nov. 1 finalize event date 
 60 days prior to event solicit alumni 
 Possible sponsors for food or drink 
 Subcommittee – Law Review and SOA 

• They will contact the teams and decide what help they need 
by Oct. 1 

o 2L Gift: The committee is working on it but is open to ideas in addition to 
the current following ones: 
 Suits 
 Portfolio covers 
 Bar course deposit 

7. Public Comment/Good and Welfare 
 None 
8. Adjourn (Dan Lovell moved to adjourn.  Ellen Harr seconded the same.  There was no 
opposition) 12:40 pm. 



 
Other (Note to John Piro): 

• Give committee chairs a deadline to contact their members and set first meeting date 
 
 


