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“We embrace public 

service in all of 

its dimensions: 

community outreach, 

community service, 

university service, 

and law school 

community-building.”

—John Valery White
Dean and Professor of Law
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A Community LAw SChooL 

In just a decade, the William S. Boyd School of Law at the 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), has become a highly 

respected community resource. We have created interdisciplinary 

connections to the university and built first-class legal process, 

clinical, and externship programs. 

At the core of our success is our integrated public service model, which 
emphasizes lawyers’ responsibility to their communities, nurtures a 
commitment to justice, and provides instruction in legal principles and 
practice. The law school’s dedication to the community is reflected in a 
wealth of resources, such as the Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic, the Saltman 
Center for Conflict Resolution, the Thomas & Mack Moot Court Facility, 
the Nevada Immigrant Resource Project, and the Kids’ Court School. 

In addition, the law school emphasizes scholarship that is frequently 
integrated with faculty service and teaching obligations. The perspectives that 
professors gain from their work in the community inform their scholarship, 
which in turn influences public policy and the larger legal world. And, by 
working closely with these professor practitioners, students experience the law 
in action and appreciate the responsibility of being a lawyer. 

The law school offers a truly engaged interdisciplinary program of legal 
education. Our scholarly approach, with an emphasis on professional 
training and the community responsibility that comes with the privilege of 
our profession, ably prepares students for today’s complex legal environment. 



Bu iLding Community ConneCtionS

The Thomas & Mack Moot Court Facility stands as a powerful 

symbol of the law school’s distinctive approach to education, 

serving not just as a courtroom where students can learn and 

practice important legal skills but also as a forum for the broader 

community.

The moot court supports the school’s trial advocacy, Kids’ Court, and 
appellate advocacy programs and provides a venue for judicial proceedings 
by state and federal courts, including the Nevada Supreme Court and the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit. The 6,000-square-foot building 
was made possible by a $3.3 million gift from Joyce Mack and the E. Parry 
Thomas family and a $600,000 gift from William S. Boyd. 



3

The facility includes a courtroom and a 100-seat auditorium in which legal 
education, simulated legal arguments, and court hearings can occur. The 
unique reconfi gurable bench makes it suitable for all types of courts, and 
integrated technology enables the latest techniques in evidence presentation. 
In their advocacy and simulation courses, students will experience a 
comprehensive picture of what happens in all courtroom settings.

“It’s been really helpful to go to court and watch other 
attorneys appear, to see how the judges act, and to observe 
day-to-day maneuvers. It has given me a much better idea, 
when I’m reading cases for class, of how these issues actually 
come into play and how things that might seem minor on 
paper could actually be important in a real life setting.”

—Lindsey Bennett, Class of 2009



A Community ReSouRCe

Wiener-Rogers Law Library is the largest law library in the State 
of Nevada, with collections that support not only faculty and student 
scholarship, but also the needs of the practicing bar and the general 
public. The library’s collections are comprehensive with respect to federal 
and state law, and include foreign and international materials as well. 
Particular collections, focusing on Nevada law and legal history and self-
representation, have been developed to meet the needs of Nevada citizens. 
The library’s print collections and online databases are open and accessible 
to any member of the public who visits the library.
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The Saltman Center for Conflict Resolution established in 2003 with 
a gift from Michael and Sonja Saltman, the Saltman Center for Conflict 
Resolution seeks to provide for the advanced study of the nature of conflict 
and how such conflict may be resolved. The Center focuses on regional, 
national, and international conflicts, involving both the public and private 
sector. The services of the Saltman Center faculty--consultation, training, 
mediation, and facilitation--are available for the university community and 
the greater Las Vegas community.

In January 2009 the Saltman Center will inaugurate its new Strasser 
Mediation Clinic, where law students trained as mediators will be handling 
real cases under the supervision of the Center faculty in selected placements. 
The inaugural placements are the Neighborhood Justice Center and 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court. In this way the Center seeks to serve the 
community directly by helping to resolve disputes while also giving our 
students the hands-on practical experience they need as lawyers.

Daniel Schorr, Senior News Analyst for National Public Radio, talked at UNLV as part of 
the Saltman Center’s Peace in the Desert lecture series.



The Kids’ Court School, children and youth who are scheduled to 

appear in court learn about the investigative and judicial processes, 

as well as the roles and functions of courtroom participants. They 

acquire strategies to reduce anxiety while testifying and get a 

chance to participate in a mock trial. 

Taught by law students and graduate students 
in education, the Kids’ Court employs an 
empirically-based curriculum and serves as a 
training program based on best practices in the 
field. It also serves as a site for ongoing research 
related to children’s testimony.



PRACtiCing LAw in the Community

the thomAS & mACK LegAL CLiniC
As Boyd’s in-house “law fi rm,” the Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic 

gives student attorneys an opportunity not just to study the 

law but to practice it. Under faculty supervision, they work 

with UNLV graduate social work, education, and psychology 

students to provide high-quality representation. This innovative 

interdisciplinary approach teaches students the importance of 

collaboration, as well as the strengths and limitations of their 

own professional fi elds. 

The Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic houses six clinics representing clients 
in the areas of child welfare, juvenile justice, innocence, immigration, 
education advocacy, and appellate litigation. Clinic students take the lead 
in all aspects of client representation, including developing and maintaining 
the attorney-client relationship; forming case strategy; conducting fact 
investigation, legal research, trial work, and appellate litigation. Students in 
different clinics frequently work together, which benefi ts clients who often 
have multiple legal problems. 

And the Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic does much more than provide legal 
services for those in need in Nevada. It also serves as a resource for research 
and teaching—training professionals, writing about the law, infl uencing 
public policy, and, ultimately, enhancing the community. 

“The strengths of the clinic are the nationally known 
professors, the professionalism, and the caliber of the 
other students.”

—Christine Brady, Class of 2008, Law Student 
Division Member, American Bar Association Section 

of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar

7





9

RigoRouS ReSeARCh And PoLiCy 
By integrating teaching, learning, service, and research, the 

Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic provides an ideal environment for 

producing rigorous scholarship and formulating important policy. 

The ground-breaking research of clinic faculty and students 

has brought a critical social perspective to existing law and 

scholarship. 

Frequently, faculty and students have used their findings to improve public 
policy and access to justice for the community’s most vulnerable populations 
by drafting legislation, consulting with lawmakers, and testifying at public 
hearings. As leaders in community organizing, they have also helped 
establish additional resources for children, parents, and immigrants. 

Research has delved into areas such as:
new theories of employment law applicable to the conditions of Latinos •	
in the U.S.;
intersections among family, child, and immigration law;•	
theoretical explorations of the role of lawyers and the process of •	
systemic reform; and
responsiveness of law and social systems to the most vulnerable •	
children and families. 

Examples of policy development and community organizing include:
increasing access to justice through law and systems reform;•	
helping to create legal service offices for children and parents in •	
dependency proceedings; 
building legal resources for immigrants; •	
drafting legislation and testifying on matters related to juvenile justice, •	
family visitation, termination of parental rights, and immigration; and 
leadership in interagency provision of immigration-related services.•	



ChiLd weLfARe CLiniC
Students represent children, parents, or guardians in child protection, 
termination of parental rights, guardianship, and related matters involving 
contested trials, administrative advocacy, and cutting-edge legal issues. 
Students also work on complex policy and friend of the court (amicus 
curiae) matters. The clinic frequently partners with other law offi ces in its 
representation and policy work.

JuVeniLe JuStiCe CLiniC 
Students represent children who have been charged in juvenile delinquency 
proceedings. They negotiate with district attorneys, conduct contested 
hearings or trials, and advocate for proper dispositions and sentences. As 
part of their clinic work, students also have the opportunity to shadow 
Juvenile Public Defenders and observe all aspects of their work in Juvenile 
Court.

innoCenCe CLiniC 
Students work in teams on Nevada claim of innocence cases referred from 
the Rocky Mountain Innocence Center. This work includes developing the 
case record, cataloging and locating key physical evidence and witnesses, 
participating in an in-depth interview of the prisoner, and working up 
a persuasive story that explains how the client came to be wrongfully 
convicted. In addition to their casework, students choose projects exploring 
a needed reform to the criminal justice system in Nevada relating to the 
problem of wrongful convictions. 

“The clinic provides great practical experience for law 
students. We start thinking about the law in terms of 
what it actually means for someone. It could be the 
difference between a child having to move again or 
obtaining a permanent home.”

—Felicia Quinlan, Class of 2009
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immigRAtion CLiniC
Students represent clients in a variety of matters involving immigration 
and immigrant rights. Students appear in administrative proceedings, 
Immigration Court, and federal and state courts. Some students may work 
in appellate and amicus capacities. This clinic also coordinates activities 
for the Nevada Immigrant Resource Project, conducts citizenship fairs, and 
provides legal information to immigrants and the professionals who serve 
them.

eduCAtion AdVoCACy CLiniC
Students represent children and parents in education matters in the Clark 
County School District, such as special education, suspension, expulsion, 
and English as a second language. 

APPeLLAte LitigAtion CLiniC 
Students represent clients in matters including direct appeals and appeals 
from denials of state or federal habeas corpus petitions.



exteRnShiP PRogRAm
Helping to bridge the gap between law practice and law school, the Externship 
Program provides opportunities for more than 140 students each year as part 
of the school’s Clinical Program offerings. Contributing more than 40,000 
hours per year, students work with the federal and state judiciary, government 
and public interest agencies, and Nevada and U.S. legislatures. Placement 
opportunities are available locally, statewide, nationally, and internationally. 
 
Externships expose students to a wide range of legal issues and offer the 
opportunity to conduct legal research and draft memoranda, pleadings, and 
a variety of other legal documents; interview clients; assist with cases; and 
appear in court under supervision, gaining invaluable feedback.

Besides the wide range of judicial placements, other externship 
placements frequently include:

American Civil Liberties Union •	
(Las Vegas and Reno) 
Bankruptcy Trustee Division•	
Clark County District Attorney•	
Clark County Family Law Self-•	
Help Center
Clark County Public Defender•	
Clark County School District•	
Federal Public Defender•	
Henderson City Attorney•	
Las Vegas City Attorney•	
Legal Aid Center of Southern •	
Nevada
National Center for Juvenile & •	
Family Court Judges (Reno)
National Labor Relations Board•	
Nevada Attorney General (Las •	
Vegas & Carson City)
Nevada Cancer Institute•	
Nevada Legal Services•	
Nevada Legislative Counsel’s •	
Bureau (Carson City)

Nevada State and Federal •	
Courts
Office of U.S. Senators Harry •	
Reid and John Ensign
Rocky Mountain Innocence •	
Project (Salt Lake City)
Senior Law Center•	
UMC Risk Mana•	
UNLV General Counsel’s Office•	
U.S. Attorney’s Office (Las •	
Vegas & Reno)
U.S. Department of Homeland •	
Security
U.S. Department of Justice•	
U.S. Equal Employment •	
Opportunity Commission
U.S. Securities & Exchange •	
Commission
Washoe County Family Law •	
Self-Help Center (Reno)
Washoe County Public •	
Defender (Reno)
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Community SeRViCe PRogRAm
The law school requires fi rst-year students to participate in the 

Community Service Program. The program, which includes projects 

such as the Nevada Immigrant Resource Project and Mediation in 

Nevada Today, has partnered with Legal Aid Center of Southern 

Nevada and Nevada Legal Service to offer students the opportunity 

to serve members of the community who have inadequate access to 

legal services and information. Since this partnership began in 

spring 1998, nearly 1,000 members of the community have attended 

classes provided by the program each semester, and Boyd students 

have helped over 26,000 needy people.

nevada immigrant Resource Project (niRP) works to expand the services 
provided by the Immigration Clinic and improve immigrant communities’ 
access to quality legal services and information. Students in NIRP develop 
resources for immigrant communities and those working with them. 

mediation in nevada today (mint) is a project designed to expand and 
improve Nevada citizens’ access to mediation services and information. 
MINT allows Boyd students to conceive and develop their own projects 
to educate Las Vegans about mediation. In fall 2008, students produced 
and fi lmed a video about accessing and using mediation services in the 
community.

“My eyes have been opened to the fulfi llment I get 
from doing public interest legal work. After graduation, 
I plan on incorporating child welfare somewhere into 
my practice.”

—Benjamin Peltier, Class of 2008



 Community LAw CouRSeS
After completing their community service requirement, many students 

are eager to stay involved. In response, several faculty members have 

developed courses with a field or service learning component. 

Legal Education & Assistance to Prisoners: Students learn about state 
and federal post-conviction remedies and family law and provide training for 
inmates who work in the law libraries at several state correctional facilities 
in Southern Nevada. 

Public Lands and Natural Resources Field Seminar: Students focus on 
the application of law and science to natural resource issues and visit desert 
areas where significant legal issues have arisen concerning the management 
of natural resources. 

Criminalization of Immigrants: Students partnered with public defenders 
throughout the state to produce a manual that attorneys and judges can use 
when faced with noncitizen defendants. 

Land Use and Community Economic Development: Students conducted 
research on a sustainability project being developed by county, city, and 
regional government agencies and organizations.

Legal Responses to Violence in a Post-Conflict Society: Nicaraguan 

Service Learning Project: Students worked in Nicaragua to conduct 
projects related to one or more of the following areas: domestic violence in 
post-conflict societies; implementation of international norms; comparative 
criminal law responses to domestic violence, U.S. immigration law and 
developing countries; and mediation in a family context.
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wiLLiAm S. Boyd
SChooL of LAw
4505 S. maryland Parkway

Box 451003
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(702) 895-3671
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